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Such was the atmosphere of intrigue and Royal
antagonism which Marlborough discovered in
London in the winter of 1709 and was to be the
background of his next campaign.   On April 15,
after he had sailed. Queen Anne, without con-
sulting Godolphin, nominally her chief Minister,
introduced  the Duke of Shrewsbury  into the
Cabinet as Lord  Chamberlain.    This was the
thin end of the wedge.   Shrewsbury was a Whig
by repute and he and Marlborough had been
friends for many years, but Marlborough knew
at once that he was brought in  as  Harley's
Trojan horse.   Thenceforward, throughout spring
and summer,  Marlborough saw gloomily but
helplessly the doom opening for his friends and
supporters in England.    He faced the prospect
with  patient  resignation.     He  hoped  that  a
General Election would be postponed for the
time being, so that the Whig majority in the
Commons,  still  eager for the war,  would be
preserved ; and even for a time imagined that
some lucky turn in the campaign would revive
his personal credit with his sovereign.    ee If we
have a battle," he wrote in May, " it must be
the last. ...    I hope God will bless me with
another opportunity of giving a mark of my zeal
for the Queen and my country, and then I shall
be less concerned at the behaviour [sic] I have
received of late."

But there was to be no " last battle." Flanders
had become the major theatre of war and the
French had concentrated the bulk of their man-
power under the now recovered Villars to resist
the Allied penetration into France. Before Villars